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and painted. Radiator goes on next, lowered 3 inches.

IBREGLASS body shells to suit

various car chassis have been on

sale for years 'in U.8.A. and

Britain. Fitted easily ‘and quickly
in the owner’s backyard, they are the
answer for the motorist who longs for
a classy, streamlined sports car. but
hasn't the money to splurge on a fac-
tory job. :

Now the idea has reached Australia.
Sydney cngineer Nat Buchanan, who
trades as Buchanan Motors and is al-
ready known for his handsome fibre-
glass specials, has perfected and mar-
keted a fit-it-yourself body shell for
MG’s.

Sleek and modern, it fits the TD
or TF chassis—and the TC as well,
with a slightly different arrangement
of mounting brackets, supplied as part
of the body.

Ready to fit, the shell costs £255; -

but those who are prepared to do some
extra work bonding the various panels
together can get them in kit form for
£150, ;
Two Modern Motor staff members
watched the conversion of an MG TD.
to  Buchanan' .body from start to
finish and timed all the operations.
They reported that the car’s owner
and his helper took 28 hours to com-
plete the job, which means that any

two men should be able to do it in a -

long weekend.

All parts, including the plywood
floors (which are not supplied, but
must be cut to a pattern that comes
with the body) mated well together.
Only adjustment consisted of trim-
ming one curve on the plywood panel
cut to fit under the dash,

. The work went smoothly and there
were no snags. Only power tool ,was

70 THI

in 28 hours!

2 drill; a hand-brace would have.

done as well but would have slowed
down the job a little, as there were
quite a lot of holes to drill. 3

Pictures show how the work pro-
gressed, but here are some additional
details, ; +

The two men took eight hours to
strip the TD down to the chassis and
get it ready for the shell  They also
fitted a special bracket (supplied) to
lower the radiator by 3 inches, be-
cause of the low bonnet,

The petrol tank was slipped in
through the boot opening; but it can,
if preferred, be installed on the
chassis before the body is lifted on.

The owner didn’t bother about a
glovebox, but one can be easily pro-
vided on the passenger’s side. Treat-
ment of the dash is an example of
the manufacturers’ attention to detail.
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Here at last— an Australian-made fibreglass body shell to
suit TC, TD, or TF chassis. You pay £255 and fit it yourself

Its surface has an embossed leather-
grain pattern which looks rgmark-
ably like real leather when pdinted.
* Nat emphasises that the plywood
board under the dash is not a stiff-
ener for the body, which has ample
strength  and rigidity; it is there
merely to provide a deep “bedding”
for the instruments.

Spray-painting is done in the same
way as with a metal body: finish is
best if undercoating is applied gen-
erously.

Because the body is ‘designed to
take TF headlights, the TD owner
had to buy a pair: they cost £16

new. Other . lights, also non-stan-
dard, came to just on £5. The
perspex racing screen cost £5, too.
Buchanan also makes a full-width
screen which sells for under £30.

The owner had TF bucket seats
fitted previously to his car; but the
TD’s normal one-piece seat fits the
cockpit as easily.

No radiator grille is supplied; the

‘one on this car was made up from

aluminium mesh used in some radio
and TV set speakers. Mesh mustn’t
be so fine as to impede air-flow,

The new body lightened the car by
4cwt. A brief run showed much im-
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proved acceleration and cornering.
plus a top-speed boost of 4 m.p.h.

The old TD body and headlights
were in good condition and fetched
£150, reducing the actual cost of this
conversion to £190. And in case
you're interested but haven’t got an
MG, .a used TD will cost you be-
tween £500 and £600—and TC's
can be had for as low as £350.

But get in early; present output is
only two bodies a week.

Of course, if you happen to run an
older-model Prefect or Anglia, you
may prefer to wait a while Nat will
soon have a shell to fit those, too.
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