Buchanan answered the prayers of Australians who wanted Aston Martins for MG money

| across the cover of the May
BJ"'" edition of Moderm Motor was
the headline:
FIT THIS PLASTIC BODY TO YOUR MGY

It went on to sayv: “Here at last - an
Australian made fibregl body shell
1o suit TC, TD ssis. You pay
£255 and it it v

Forty years ’ vou couldn't
afford one of the new cr p of sports
cars then the best alt ti
completely revamp your old s
with a new body. This was a p

in the Uk Australia in the
]|_‘.' lor interestc

competition, as the new-fangled “plas

lighter than the originals

Nat Buchanan
Flectrosound

Annandale, Sydney, manufacturing

top-of-the-range radios, phonograms

sport with a Ford Zephyr modified by
wied tuner Wal Warnerford. He set up
Motor Company,
Electrosound
and initially marketing Warnerford

sharing premise

Zephyr engines. He moved on to pro
duce his own vehicle, creating great
interest within Sydney’s sporti
world during the mid-1950s, It
fibreglass bodied coupé stvled on the
European designs of the time and
ed on a locally manufactured
» designed by Arthur Rizzo, with
boxed side rails braced by tubular
CTOAS 'rs. Wheelbase 9in
with transverse leal fromt suspension
and semi-elliptic at the rear. The
engine « a Warnerford-modified
four-cylinder Ford Consul engine
delivering 70bhp. Despite the interest
only one prototy pe was ever produced

Not discouraged., Buchanan ¢ in one piece with bonne

er guards, scuttle and

mph and a standi

Jim Johnson (who shared
s with Nat) also

Nat Buchanan’s body
The new Buchanan body was manufac-

1/2-litre, Standard
Ford
imph TR2/3 and Mo
Variations included a single [dr
. a lightweipht body, an extende
nose and a head £ nd drop doors
In the late 1950s Nat also offered a
cl . designed by Arthur Rizzo,
hich acce d a narrowed FJ] Holc
fromt subframe and narrowed FC
Holden rear axle sct up with semi-elip
tics, making it a true 100% Australian
SpOrts car
Over 100 bodies were eventually pro-
duced belore J & S Fibreglass acquired




Abeve left, cus-
tom fuel tank

Centre, taste fully
finished dash

Right, werked TR
engine with
mare than dou-
ble the eriginal
output!

Far
right,
Les
Farrugia
at the
wheel

the moulds in 1959, manufacturing

he

A
further 45 or so and making
Huchanan body one of the most popu
lar o all Australian }l:uu:'l..'.l.'d CONNVer

sion bodies

'l 'I.I .I.. L I... -\....I I.

il an MG TD in your
parage but wanted an Aston Martin
RIS an g hln,!:,::'l!‘ In March 1958
about £500 would have evervthing fit

S0 owhat if you B

ted to your chassis, However, signili
cant savings could be made by using
donor parts and doing the work vour
sell

Muodern Motor featured the Litting of
a Buchanan body toan MG T, stating
that it took two enthusiasts cight hours
to strip the body of the T and a fur
theer 20 hours e £31 the new ]'n'-d:l. ik
..1||1.'|1|:,: stage Ihe Buchanan body cost
£255% and {loors were made (rom |I|'l.
wood using a supplied pattern. By
using parts from the T and selling the
alidd Ty I"I.ll!.'| and headlights for £1%0,
the actual cost came down o E19%H)
Back then, a vsed TD could be had for
bBetween L3060 and £600 and TCs for as
lonw as £350 [rew u tah! -Ed]. The result
was a4 vehicle with markedly increased
acceleration and overall top speed

increased by Amph

Nat Buchanan still had a dream of pro
ducing his own car. The first example
of the Buchanan Cobra, with a small
roadster body - designed by Stan
Brown, was completed in carly 1959 (ic
long before the AC Cobra appeared)
The mechanicals
standard Ten with a Jack
designed  box-section
structed by Pressed Metal Corporation
The 94804

Whhp withow special tuning, and

were  straight
Prior

chassis con
engine produced all of

with only 11 1/2ewt was a brisk per
former with a practical cruising speed
of Bsmph, 0-50mph in 15 and wop
speed of Timph. With a price of £1150,
sales forecasts looked promising, Spoeris
Car World tested one in :".1.1_', 1959 and
were quite enthused about it being an
all Australian® vehicle with adequate
performance and handling tor a car its
size, They were impressed by the full
wel weather equipment but found the
hrakes Il.lrrl_'. .lqh:..|1|.|!1' and lade
prone

Three events combined saw success
ain clude Nat and stop the Cobra in
its tracks E|.:|\.'.|?.'_ standard ceased pro
duction of the Ten: then BMC released
the cheaper and faster Austin-Healey
Sprite; finallv. Australia sullered a
severe credit squeere, making venture
capital impossible 1o find for Na
Buchanan. Only «ix vehicles were built
betore ]'\-lndl.:urulr: wWas E'l.lnn:'d on to

Pressed  Metal Corporation who pro

duced a further 14, The body moulds

found their way o 1 K 5 Fibreplass
where its believed a L'iFIIF'III.' of exira
cars may have been built

I'he Cobra was an attempt at a com
plete car, well linished inside and out
with full carpeting, windscreen, sofil
top and side screens, with a number of
examples finted with Triumph Herald
engines which boosted  performance
Where  are
Australian rarities now?

considerably these

Chuener s views

Our Buchanan in red belongs 1o Les
Farrugia, of Centre Road Automobiles
in the Melbourne suburb of Bentleigh,
s owner since 1982, Les bought it
from well knoswn Adelawde |r:|IlI1IF'l|I
Lauric  Cousins.  lLess
started  life as a 1954

Iriumph TR2, and while Les isnt

enthusiast

Buchanan

100%% sure why it ended up sporting a
Buchanan body, he docs Know that i
was raced at Templestive  hillclimb
and Phillip Island during  the late
1950k

When Les bought the car it was set
up for competition work, lowered all
rownd and with eight-leal rear springs,
with a ride so hard that it puarantecd
kidney problems within 20 miles
Inside was sparse with the only trim
|"|.'|1I:.'_ I".I|.1|.|_',' I[uFﬂ.lrk seats, string door
pulls and a dash consisting of tacho,
speedo, oil pressure gauge and a very
larpe onfoll switch

Les didn’t weant 1o race the car so he
converted it back o road-going spe
The whole car was raised by a couple
of inches and softer road shocks were
fitted. The engine soon grew in sive
frovm 2.1 Ditres 1o 2.5 by machining the
Basrees. With tawin 5012008 Weber carbs

it puts out about 190bhp, a far cry from
the original 90bhp. The
proved difficult for the original TR2
gearbox foverdrive  unit, which was
replaced with a TRE unit. Dise brakes
from a TRIA were fitted to the from
and servo assisted

mnurease

Les retrimmed the seats, carpets and
trim were fitted throughout, and the
doors received covered plywood pan-
elling with Mazda internal mecha-
nisms, Mercedes-Benz  2805E  door
striker escutcheons and MGHE  door
pulls. Les also made a new polished
timber dash with period Smiths gauges
and a glwebox equipped  with the
internal light and hinges from a Mk2
Jaguar

The VW Beetle petrol tank was
repliced with a purpose-built alumini
um tank. Les searched Gir and wide Tor
an appropriate gquick-release filler cap
before spotting an oil filler cap from an
AEC bus that was perlect for the job

Original Buchanan bodies ane qguite
hr.n':\.' as the fibreglass can be up to
1/2in thick in places. This thickmness
came in handy when it came time 1o
repair the Im'.[_i,-. as the body cracks
were so extensive in places that it was
necessary to grind back the gel coa
and then build it up again, before s
current red hue could be applicd

Les likes to use his Buchanan every
weekend, except when it is raining, as
there is absolutely no weather protec-
tion other than the windscreen. This is

made from Perspex moulded onto a
glass FB Holden screen, then modified
top and bottom to fit.
Needless 1o sy Les loves his TR
based Buchanan, The stump-pulling
i

[I'lll.llll.' of the CHEIC 1% AL |II'L'.

like a Ferpuson tractor! Julse powered

by the TR donk - Fd]. Les is 2 member
of the Victorian  Historic  Racing
Register, and has enjoved himsell thor
oughly at locations such as Rob Hoy
hillelimb

[ ..'.’.4::'." resioral on
This restoration project is actually the
third Buchanan that Charles Eassie has
owned following Singer 9- and Austin
AdD-based  examples. Charles  was
recently elated to find that the A0
version is also under restoration by tel
low Sydnevsider Neil Marshall

Charles hm.:“'hr the car -.u,:hl! T L s 1]
from Queensland; the car arrived with
a empty space in place of the dash-
board with wiring and instruments
hanging loose, both inner guards and
firewall cut away and the mose duct
missing, while the amount of chook
poo in the car could have kept the
Iy namic
manth. On the positive side. the car

was hased on o a 196G Triumph TRA

Lilter factory going for a

chassis and the body was a rare single
door lightweight version, antached to
the chassis at all the usual TRA mount
ing points 1.'1~:II11|II!:':I1\ such as the
Noor, over axle section, boot (loor and
side panels were all riveted and bond
cd with the bodyshell, unlike other
Buchanan bodies

The chook v had destroned inter
nal alloy El.lll-.'l\ and almaost all had o
bhe replaced, et the chassis and run
ning gear were in surprisingly pood
condition and only required acid dip
ping and painting. The suspension was
]\.ur!lﬂl and rebumilt with new rubbers,
hoses, wheel bearings ete, The car was
prepared for competition with modi
fied springs, negative-camber front
brake
drums. The TR engine and gearbox
were found 1o be in J,'_mld condition

suspension and  drilled  rean

Buchanan Kit 1957

Fibreglass body, with mounting brackets, bonnet,
doors, bootlid hinged and fitted with locks, bulkhead
£267.10.0

and battery box

Windscreen (laminated), with mounting pillars
and frame £45.0.0
Removable hardtop with rear window and lined £60.0.0
With rear window and unlined £48.2.0
Bucket Seats - each (donor seats could be used) £20.0.0
Bucket Seat adjustable runners - each £5.10.0
Fleorboard material and brackets £10.10.0
Headlamps £17.9.0
Front parking lights £2.13.6
Rear parking and stop and flasher lights £3.10.0
Rear number plate light £1.12.6
Reflectors 14.1
Radiator adaptor units £8.3.0
Grille insert £6.16.6
Painting £30 to £40
Upholstery £30 to £40
Wiring (including new cable) £30.0.0
Fitting to your chassis - not Including painting

and upholstery £100.0.0

The engine had a mild cam., worked
cvlinder head and extractors hut no
carburettors, so a set of SU Hi6s was
sourced.

Ihe anly non-Triumph bits on the
car were mainly a2 modified Morris
Major radiator, Mini accelerator |'hr|.1.l|
and brake/fclutch pedals from a Ford
Anglia

The body will be painted in British
KRacing Green and used both on the
road and historic sport. Holes drilled
into the body fromt and rear supgpest
that the car was once road registered
and Charles is sure that it was raced in
Queensland, Can anyone shed any light
on this?

One lucky break was that Charles’
fibreglass supplicr, Peter Cooper, used
o produce all the bolt on panels for
Nat Buchanan. By good fortune Peter
still had the original moulds for the
Buchanan seats - Charles’ car didn’t
have any. Need 1 say more?

PATRICK QUINN
Proros Gakry Hie s
IDARKEN RAYMENT o .o

Far left,
Charles
Eassie:
some
work
still to
do...

Left, this
used to
be a TRY
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